Serum IgG4 concentrations in pancreatic and biliary diseases.
Recently, it has been reported that the serum concentration of IgG4, a minor component of IgG subclasses, is increased in autoimmune pancreatitis. However, data regarding IgG4 concentrations in other pancreatic or biliary diseases have been insufficient. Serum IgG4 was measured in 116 patients with pancreatic or biliary diseases (35 autoimmune pancreatitis, 24 chronic pancreatitis except autoimmune pancreatitis, 11 primary sclerosing cholangitis, 23 pancreatic cancer, 3 islet cell tumor, 2 papilla cancer, 15 bile duct cancer, and 3 gallbladder cancer patients). The cut-off concentration of IgG4 was 135 mg/dl. Increased serum IgG4 was observed in 33 of 35 patients with autoimmune pancreatitis, 0 of 24 with chronic pancreatitis, 4 of 11 with primary sclerosing cholangitis, 0 of 23 with pancreatic cancer, 0 of 3 with islet cell tumor, 0 of 2 with duodenal papilla cancer, 0 of 15 with bile duct cancer and 0 of 3 with gallbladder cancer patients. Serum IgG4 was increased in autoimmune pancreatitis and was within normal limits for other pancreatic or biliary diseases except primary sclerosing cholangitis.